
	

	 	

Dr Anton van Dellen 

Dr Anton van Dellen has a Bachelor of Medicine and Surgery 
(MBBCh) from the University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg; 
a Doctor of Philosophy (DPhil) in Physiology from the University of 
Oxford; an MA in Law from Trinity College,  University of 
Cambridge; and an LLM from BPP. He was a Fellow at Christ 
Church, University of Oxford. 

 
Anton is also HM Assistant Coroner in West London. He is an advocacy trainer for Inner Temple. He has 
delivered expert witness training for the Royal Society of Medicine and a range of other medico-legal 
training for other NHS organisations. 

Anton worked as a registrar in neurosurgery before taking up senior management roles in the NHS. Since 
qualifying as a barrister, he has represented parties in wide range of Courts and Tribunals. His professional 
interests and expertise focusses on defamation, public law (including inquests, professional regulatory 
proceedings and Judicial Review) and litigation involving High Net Worth individuals, including private 
prosecutions. 

Anton is an elected member of the Bar Council and sits on the Bar Council’s Legal Services and Education 
and Training Committees.  He is an elected member of Inner Temple’s Bar Liaison Committee and is Junior 
Bar Auditor, sitting on Inner Temple’s Executive and Finance Committees. He was awarded a Princess Royal 
scholarship from Inner Temple and was a Rhodes Scholar at the University of Oxford. 

Career History 

Barrister and HM Assistant Coroner, West London 
 
1994 MBBCh (Rand) 
2003 DPhil (Oxon)    
2009 BA (Law) (Cantab)   
2011 LLM (BPP) (distinction) 
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Defamation Experience 

Experience in a wide range of defamation proceedings, ranging from pre-action advice to fully contested 
High Court clams and appeals, including the Supreme Court. 

Cases 

Serafin v Malkiewicz [2020] UKSC 23 – issues of s.4 public interest defence and judicial conduct during the 
trial.  

Siddiqi v Aidiniantz [2020] EWHC 699 (QB) – defamation claim relating to Sherlock Holmes museum 
following allegations against Claimant published on website. 

Alexander-Theodotou v Kounis [2019] EWHC 956 – issues reference, meaning and s.1 serious harm. 

IBIG v FCA – defamation claim against FCA following publication on FCA’s website.  FCA removed website 
article following the claim being issued.  The claim has now been settled with an order that the FCA shall 
pay the claimant's costs on the standard basis to be subject to a detailed assessment in default of 
agreement.. 

Pre-action advice has included the following: 

• Advised a convicted car thief about suing a journalist that publicised the client’s address, forcing 

the family moved to another address. 

• Advised a client about a defamatory article that had been published on the BBC Vietnamese news 

service. The article had been removed by the BBC. 

• Advised a client in relation to threatened defamation proceedings by a solicitor who had been 

subject to SDT disciplinary sanctions. 

• Advised a client about bringing defamation proceedings against her former employer, an NHS 

Trust. 

• Advised a client about bringing defamation proceedings against a right-wing on-line blogger. 

Article removed from the internet after a pre-action letter. 

• Advised a client about bringing defamation proceedings against solicitors who acted for the 

defendant in court proceedings. 

• Advised a client about the risk of defamation proceedings being brought by a private equity firm. 

• Advised a client about defamatory statement made about her by school employees. 

• Advised a client about defamatory article published about him in the shipping press. Article 

corrected after pre-action correspondence. 

• Advised a client about defamatory statements made about the tax status of his business. 
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Public Law Experience 

Experience in a wide range of public law proceedings, ranging from inquests to regulatory proceedings and 
Judicial Reviews. 

Inquests 

As HM Assistant Coroner in West London, responsibility for inquests involving the full range of inquests, 
including those involving unrepresented Interested Persons through to inquests involving multiple legally 
represented Interested Persons and jury inquests. 

Experience in bringing Judicial Reviews against coroners in relation to adjournment of and refusal to hold 
inquests, as well as refusals to hold inquests under Article 2 and with a jury. 

Matulionis v HM Assistant Coroner for Bedfordshire and Luton [2017] EWHC 3477 - test for an Article 2 
inquest and a jury in an inquest involving medical systemic failures. 

Inquests 

Inquest touching upon the deaths of Anthony Walgate, Gabriel Kovari, Daniel Whitworth and Jack Taylor – 
inquest following the deaths of the victims of Stephen Port, a serial killer in Barking.  East London coroner’s 
court sitting at the Old Bailey (HHJ Sarah Munro QC). 

Inquest touching on the death of PL – inquest following opiate and benzodiazepine toxicity whilst under the 
care of a Local Authority and community mental health care.  Issues as to the extent of involvement of 
Social Services.  West Sussex Coroner’s Court. 

Inquest touching on the death of TO.- inquest involving a hanging of a young man with mental health 
problems who was living in supported accommodation.  Issues as to the extent of involvement of Social 
Services.  North London Coroner’s Court. 

Inquest touching on the death of OH – inquest involving a death in which a young driver was involved in a 
collision on the A52.  I represented the driver who collided with her.  Conclusion of road traffic collision.  
Rutland and North Leicestershire Coroner’s Court. 

Inquest touching on the death of AA – Article 2 inquest on the death in the community of a patient under a 
Community Treatment Order (CTO).  The coroner ordered that Article 2 was engaged by analogy with 
Rabone.  North London Coroner’s Court. 

Inquest touching on the death of AG – inquest raising interesting questions as to how to record the gender 
following the death of a transsexual person.  Bristol Coroner’s Court. 

Inquest touching on the death of GP – Article 2 inquest of a vulnerable child who died whilst residing in a 
Local Authority placement under a Care Order.  Legal aid granted after drafting a Judicial Review of the 
LAA’s decision.  Teesside and Hartlepool coroner’s court. 

Inquest touching on the death of BC – inquest following surgical treatment on a neonate with congenital 
abnormalities.  Extensive further disclosure ordered following submissions made as to inadequacy of 
disclosure.  Inner West London coroner’s court. 

Inquest touching on the death of EB – inquest following failed treatment of a cerebral aneurysm causing a 
sub-arachnoid haemorrhage.  Inquest initially refused to be held, before an expert report identified 
potential culpable failings.  Inner West London coroner’s court. 
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Inquest touching on the death of FS – inquest following failed diagnosis of childhood cancer.  Judicial 
Review of the previous Senior Coroner’s initial refusal to hold an inquest settle by consent.  Preventing 
Future Death report after submissions.  South London coroner’s court. 

Inquest touching upon the death of GW - Article 2 inquest following a hanging in prison.  Oxford coroner’s 
court. 

Inquest touching upon the death of GR - inquest following death on board ship.  Inquest adjourned and 
referral made to the CPS for consideration of a charge of corporate manslaughter.  Winchester coroner’s 
court. 

Inquest touching upon the death of GJ - inquest following the death of a 6-year old from chickenpox where 
the deceased had contact with several different NHS agencies.  Judicial Review of coroner’s refusal to hold 
and Article 2 inquest.  Bedfordshire coroner’s court. 

Inquest touching up the death of MA - inquest following the death of a 5-day old child from Hypoxic 
Ichaemic Encephalopathy (HIE) and Meconium Aspiration Pneumonia.  Two Judicial Reviews issued against 
several coronial decisions.  Winchester coroner’s court 

Inquest touching upon the death of LK – inquest following the death of a mental health patient after 
discharge from a mental health hospital.  Berkshire coroner’s court. 

 

Professional Regulatory proceedings 

Represented registrants in a wide range of regulatory hearings.  Also appeals against regulatory findings. 

SRA v A (2020) – Application to strike out on the basis of abuse given that there are over 60 allegations and 

investigation going back over almost a decade. Lead by Gregory Treverton-Joes QC. 

SRA v Y (2020) – Application for restoration to the register after finding of dishonesty. Application 

withdrawn with no order as to costs. 

GPhC v R (2020) – Application for restoration to the register granted after conviction for fraud of over 

£400,000. 

TRA v C (2019) – FTP hearing into allegations of sexual assault and dishonesty discontinued after 

submissions about regulator’s evidence. 

GPhC v J (2018) – FTP hearing into allegations of sexual harassment. 

GPhC v M (2017) – FTP 14-day hearing into wide range of allegations including safety alert. 

SRA v Blacker (“Lord Harley”) (2017) – application for rehearing and appeal following striking off. 

HCPC v G (2016) – FTP hearing involving striking off following domestic violence. 

GMC v A (2014) – FTP hearing which raised issues about GMC apparent bias. 

GMC v K (2013) – advice on appeal for army doctor after findings of dishonesty. 

NMC v P (2013) – two IOP hearings; discreditable conduct and poor clinical ability. 

Anton has also prosecuted on behalf of the ACCA. 
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Judicial Reviews  

Experience in bringing Judicial Reviews against a wide range of public authorities, challenging decisions for 
being unlawful, irrational and/or failing to follow published guidance.  Also experience in appealing public 
authority decisions. 

M v FCA [2019] EWHC 930 - principles of fairness and Article 6 in the context of JR proceedings. 

R v T [2019] EWCA Crim 247 - constructive trust principles in seizure of c.£110million of assets. 

Lowes v CFC [2019] EWHC 236 – whether a decision on appeal was ultra vires. 

Matulionis v HM Assistant Coroner for Bedfordshire and Luton [2017] EWHC 3477 - test for an Article 2 
inquest and a jury in an inquest involving medical systemic failures. 

Farooq v SSHD [2016] EWHC 2386 – application of evidential flexibility guidance to documents. 

Singh v SSHD [2016] EWCA Civ 492 – guidance given by the court for appealing apparent bias. 

Kialka v Home Office [2015] EWHC 4143 - costs recoverability when cash forfeiture challenged. 

Re B [2015] EWCA Civ 1078 – the threshold for determining judicial bias and indemnity costs. 

Khuram v SSHD [2015] EWCA Civ 913 - wasted costs not awarded where no loss caused. 

Memon v SSHD [2015] EWHC 205 (Admin); [2015] All ER (D) 92 (Feb) - whether the requirement to produce 
HMRC documents constitutes additional unlawful threshold. 

CP v SSHD [2014] EWCA Civ 1720 - the correct sequence and approach to a statutory test. 

Sagar v Health Education England [2014] EWHC 3696 (Admin); [2014] All ER (D) 184 (Nov) - Judicial Review 
of procedural impropriety and procedural unfairness in the context of an appeal. 

AK v SSHD [2014] EWCA Civ 112 –burden of proof of the genuineness of documents. 

Olaniyi v LB Lewisham [2013] EWCA Civ 1800 – whether laches defence to possession. 

S v Bucks CC [2013] EWCA Civ 436– adducing new expert evidence at appeal stage. 

AK v SSHD [2013] EWHC 3111 (Admin) – whether Respondent asking for further evidence offends against 
the rules of natural justice. 
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High Net Worth Litigation 

Experienced in representing High Net Worth clients in a range of commercial litigation involving disputes 
over assets. 

Lakatamia v S [2019] EWCA Civ 1626 – appeal against committal proceedings for breach of freezing order 
(dissipation of €27 million) and breach of passport impounding order.   

M v FCA [2019] EWHC 930 - principles of fairness and Article 6 in the context of disciplinary proceedings. 

R v T [2019] EWCA Crim 247 - constructive trust principles in seizure of c.£110million of assets. 

L v CFC [2019] EWHC 236 – whether a decision on appeal was ultra vires. 

A v Alexander [2018] EWHC 3106 – evidential threshold for declaratory relief. 

K v Home Office [2015] EWHC 4143 - costs recoverability when cash forfeiture challenged. 

K v Aktar [2015] EWHC 3943 - freezing injunction of property and bank accounts in support of proceedings 
abroad; disclosure of assets and income ordered. 

C v Miss Mania [2014] EWCA Civ 1484 – measuring foreseeable damages. 

O v LB Lewisham [2013] EWCA Civ 1800 – whether laches defence to possession. 

 

Personal Information 

 
Education:- 

1977-1979 – King David Primary School, Victory Park, Johannesburg 

1980-1986 – Carmel College Primary and High Schools, Durban 

1987-1988 – Palos Verdes High School, Los Angeles, California 

1989-1994 – Medical School, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg 

1996-1997 – College of Medicine, South Africa 

1997-2003 – Christ Church, University of Oxford 

2007-2009 – Trinity College, University of Cambridge 

2009-2010 – BPP, Holborn, London 
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Employment History:- 

1988 to 1990 – Neurophysiology Technician, Department of Neurology, Wentworth Hospital, Durban. 

1995 – House Officer, Addington Hospital, Durban. 

1996 – Medical Officer, Department of Surgery and Intensive Care Unit, Baragwanath Hospital, Soweto, and 
University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg. 

1997 – Registrar, Department of Neurosurgery, Wentworth Hospital and University of Natal, Durban. 

1999 to 2006 – Field Operations Manager, Medical Advisor, Medical Director and Deputy Chief Executive, 
Staffordshire Ambulance Service NHS Trust. 

2001 to 2002 – Medical Research Council, University Laboratory of Physiology, University of Oxford. 

2002 to 2006 – Fellow, Christ Church, University of Oxford. 

February 2006 to July 2006 – Interim Director of Operations and Chief Executive, Welsh Ambulance Services 
NHS Trust. 

July 2006 to March 2007 – Medical Advisor, Staffordshire Ambulance Service NHS Trust. 

September 2010 to September 2011 – Pupil Barrister. 

September 2011 to present – Module Leader, Intellectual Property, BPP. 

January 2012 to January 2013 – Consultant Lawyer, Ennon and Co Solicitors, Finsbury Park, London. 

January 2013 to April 2014 – Barrister, Holborn Chambers, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, London. 

May 2014 to December 2019 – Barrister, Goldsmith Chambers, Temple, London. 

January 2018 to present – HM Assistant Coroner, West London 

January 2020 to present – Barrister, Fraser Chambers, London 

 

Awards:- 

1988: National Honours Society 

California Scholarship Federation 

1989: Standard Bank Scholarship. 

1990: University Council Scholarship. 

1992: Graham Wilkinson Medal (Dean’s Award). 

1995: Intern of the year, Addington Hospital, Durban. 

1997: Rhodes Scholar. 
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2001: Young Investigator Award (Gordon conference). 

2001:  Graham Bull Prize in Clinical Science (Royal College of Physicians, England). 

2007: Cambridge Commonwealth Trust Bursary 

2009: Princess Royal Scholarship, Inner Temple 

 

Teaching and lecturing:- 

1998 –  ZIMALERT ’98: 2 month expedition to Zimbabwe training 400 health care professionals in 
conjunction with Medical Air Rescue Services (MARS). 

1999 –  ZIMALERT ’99 – Medical Director, Systematic Trauma Management course, Harare, Zimbabwe, 
training 77 health care professionals in conjunction with Medical Air Rescue Services (MARS). 

1999 – Medical Tutor, Department of Anatomy, University of Oxford 

1999-2000 – Supervision of dissertation student, Physiology Final Honours School University of Oxford with 
Dr Anthony J. Hannan – Mr T. Bailey. 

2001 – Pre-Hospital Trauma Life Support (PHTLS) Instructor Course (Royal College of Surgeons, England). 

2000-2001 – Supervision of dissertation students, Physiology Final Honours School, University of Oxford 
with Dr Anthony J. Hannan – Mr A. Ladwiniec, Mr R Leszczynski and Mr W. Stockley.  

2001-2002 – Supervision of dissertation students, Physiology Final Honours School,  

 University of Oxford – Ms H. Grote, Ms S. Garry and Mr K. Graham. 

2002-2005 – Supervision of DPhil student, University of Oxford – Ms H. Grote. 

2000-2004 – Medical Director, Pre-Hospital Trauma Life Support (PHTLS) course (Royal College of Surgeons, 
England). 

2003-2005 – Medical Tutor, Keble College, Oxford University. 

2002-2006 – Fellow, Christ Church, Oxford University. 

2003-2006 – Lecturer, MSc in Neuroscience, Oxford University. 

2011-present – Module Leader, Intellectual Property, BPTC, BPP University  

2013 – Lecture, Shoulder and Knee controversies, Orthopaedic Surgery conference, Worcestershire 

March 2013 to present – Lecturer, Medico-legal courses, BPP University 

April 2013 to present – Supervisor and Examiner, LLM programme, BPP University 

June 2016 to 2018 – Advocacy Trainer, Advocacy Academy, University of Warsaw 

October 2017 to present – Advocacy Trainer, Inner Temple 
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Books and book chapters 

1) Anton van Dellen, “Bringing the court closer to the person with disability: Judicial exemption from 
the Equality Act and interference with reasonable adjustments for litigants with physical 
disabilities”, chapter in Access to Justice for Vulnerable People, editors: Penny Cooper, Linda 
Hunting; Wildy (2018). 
 

2) Anton van Dellen, “Expert Witnesses: Conflicts of Interest and Absolute Immunity”, 2010. 
 

Papers:- 

1) Anton van Dellen.  “The Aftershock: the damage following the removal of expert witness immunity 
in Jones v Kaney.” New Law Journal (2011) 161:7488. 

2) Anton van Dellen.  “GMC: time to reconsider the civil standard of proof.” Ann Roy Coll Surg (2013) 
95(2): 56-58. 

3) Saleem Tariq, Anton van Dellen.  “A Push into a Fairer Civil Future.” New Law Journal. (2013). 
4) Anton van Dellen, Matt Green.  “Perils of Report Writing.” BMJ (2013). 
5) Anton van Dellen, Matt Green.  “Difficulties in consent: applying the Mental Capacity Act.” BMJ 

(2013). 
 

6) Anton van Dellen, Sara Wyeth.  “Stitched Up? Manufacture at your risk.” New Law Journal. (2015). 
7) Anton van Dellen, Martin Khoshdel, Sara Wyeth.  “Bone of contention.” New Law Journal. (2015). 

 

Membership of professional organisations:- 

Bar Council (2018-2023)  

Bar Council Education and Training Committee 

Bar Council Legal Services Committee 

Inner Temple Executive Committee, Bar Liaison Committee, Junior Bar Auditor, Estates, Finance and 
Remuneration Committees 

LCLCBA 

ALBA 

Commonwealth Magistrates' and Judges' Association 

 

Other interests:- 

Military History. 

Hiking (Peak District, Andes, Patagonia, Rift Valley, Mongolia, Vietnam, Guatemala). 

 


