
British policing 
not like Floyd’s 
US, judge tells 
BLM protester
By Daily Telegraph Reporter

A BLACK Lives Matter protester 
“lumped British police in with” George 
Floyd’s killers when he threw fencing at 
them, a judge has said.

Police officers began retreating when 
Shayden Spencer, a charity worker, 
hurled pieces of barrier at them during 
a Downing Street demonstration 
prompted by the killing of Mr Floyd, an 
unarmed black man who died in Minne-
apolis in the United States after sus-
tained pressure was applied to his neck 
by a police officer’s knee, a court heard.

Spencer, 20, was caught on CCTV 
throwing parts of the fence during the 
“unruly” incident on June 3 last year.

Spencer appeared at Southwark 
Crown Court yesterday, pleading guilty 
to violent disorder.

In his remarks, Judge David Tomlin-
son said demonstrators had conflated 
the behaviour of police officers in the 
US with their British counterparts.

“We are proud in the United King-
dom that our police officers are not rou-
tinely armed, without in any way 
commenting on other democracies and 
jurisdictions, making a huge difference 
in the way we police as a society.

“Those people, of which your client 
is one, seem to be lumping the Downing 
Street police in the same category as 
police in Minneapolis,” the judge told 
Neil Matthews, Spencer’s lawyer.

Tyrone Silcott, prosecuting, said: 

“During this incident the defendant is 
seen clearly to walk towards the waist-
height barrier and throw a piece of bar-
rier that had been broken up.

Police set up checkpoints around the 
area in order to slow down the crowds 
on their way out, the court heard.

Footage shows Spencer being 
stopped by police. Mr Silcott said: “He is 
perfectly polite and gives his proper 
name and gives his proper address and 
at a later date is identified. 

“In his interview he gave full admis-
sions of offence, and admitted to being 
at the time and at the place.”

Spencer told police his actions did 
not reflect the person he is. He said he 
went to raise awareness of racial rights.

“He didn’t think the protest would 
turn violent, he effectively got swept 
away,” Mr Silcott added. “He also said 
that he wanted to start a job as a teacher 
and that he regretted what he did.”

Mr Matthews, in mitigation, said: 
‘This is a young man who tragically got 
involved in something without intend-
ing to. He set out to go to his first protest 
ever in his life as a 19-year-old black 
man who thought he ought to do his bit 
to support the movement.”

Judge Tomlinson adjourned the case 
for a pre-sentence report, saying that 
the outcome of a custodial sentence was 
“unlikely” to change. Spencer, from 
Mitcham, south-west London, was 
bailed ahead of sentencing at South-
wark Crown Court on Feb 28.

Opportunities 
missed to save 
life of Child of 
Our Time star
By Phoebe Southworth

A CHILD of Our Time star died from an 
accidental overdose, a coroner has 
ruled, as she said there were “missed 
opportunities” to tackle his drug use.

Parys Lapper appeared on the 
groundbreaking BBC series that fol-
lowed babies into adulthood in 2010. He 
was found dead at a hotel in Worthing, 
West Sussex, on Aug 13 2019.

The 19-year-old, the son of disabled 
artist Alison Lapper, died from an over-
dose of heroin and an anti-anxiety drug.

It emerged during his inquest yester-
day that Mr Lapper had obtained the 
anti-anxiety medication from his GP, as 
well as privately from a Harley Street 

consultant who had been unaware the 
teenager already had access to it.

Penelope Schofield, senior coroner in 
West Sussex, said: “It is clear this was an 
accidental overdose with no attempt to 
take his own life. Parys was a young 
man with complex mental health issues. 
At the time of his death, he was under 
the care of a private psychiatrist but 
there was no active treatment or provi-
sionto address his misuse of prescribed 
medication or illicit substances. There 
were missed opportunities to identify 
that Parys was obtaining medication 
from a number of sources.”

Ms Schofield said that although the 
duplication of prescriptions had not 
contributed to his death, it “could have 
added to his addiction problems”.

Foreign Office apologises for its ‘upsetting’ Harry Dunn emails
By Jessica Carpani 

THE media campaign by Harry Dunn’s 
grieving family was described as “exces-
sive” by Foreign Office officials, leaked 
emails show.

Documents reveal “upsetting” 
 communications criticising Mr Dunn’s 
relatives, including describing the teen-
ager’s mother’s language as “excessive” 
after she called for the resignation of 

Dominic Raab, the Foreign Secretary, 
last May. The Foreign Office has apolo-
gised but Lisa Nandy, the shadow for-
eign secretary, has called for Mr Raab to 
go to the House to apologise in person.

Mr Dunn, 19, died when his motor-
bike collided with a car allegedly being 
driven on the wrong side of the road 
outside RAF Croughton, a US military 
base in Northants, in Aug 2019. His 
alleged killer, Anne Sacoolas, 43, was 

able to return to the United States after 
diplomatic immunity was asserted by 
her government.

The Dunn family were represented 
by Radd Seiger, a lawyer, but docu-
ments showed government officials 
called him “evil”, “aggressive” and 
“erratic”, despite admitting he had 
played a “media blinder”.

The emails were obtained by the fam-
ily through subject access requests to 

the Foreign Office and Home Office. 
One read: “Everything the family say is 
completely wrong. The trouble is they 
don’t understand anything at all of the 
wider context – and the evil R Seiger has 
not explained it to them…”

The family’s campaign for justice led 
to Sacoolas being charged with causing 
death by dangerous driving, an extradi-
tion request being sent, and diplomatic 
immunity agreements at American 

 military bases in the UK being altered. 
Charlotte Charles and the teenager’s 
father, Tim Dunn, are appealing against 
a High Court ruling on the immunity.

Sir Philip Barton, permanent under-
secretary for the Foreign Office, has 
apologised and described the emails as 
“isolated comments”. But Ms Charles 
said the emails were “inexcusable” and 
showed “utter disrespect”.

The Foreign Office said: “We are very 

sorry for the offence caused to the Dunn 
family and their spokesman. The views 
expressed by a small number of officials 
were deeply inappropriate.”

Mr Seiger said: “It is appalling to see 
while we were seeking justice for Harry, 
these officials thought it appropriate to 
engage in baseless keyboard warfare 
against us. To attack a bereaved, griev-
ing mother who has never put a foot 
wrong in the campaign is scandalous.”

Parys Lapper, 
pictured with his 
mother Alison, died 
after an accidental 
overdose, a coroner 
has ruled

Fleetwood Mac star sells 
back catalogue Fleetwood 
Mac star Mick Fleetwood 
has sold his future interests 
in 300 songs including The 
Chain, Dreams and Go Your 
Own Way to music 
publishers BMG for a sum 
thought to be worth 
millions. The company said 
the songs were “among the 
crown jewels of UK rock 
history”. Fleetwood, 73, said 
the deal was “wonderfully 
inspiring”.
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