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Rubbish! Fury as flytippers block street

Joy at drug breakthrough 
for ovarian cancer victims

New mums 
suffer blow 
to income

THREE quarters of new 
mothers have had to 
cover income gaps while 
on maternity leave, a 
survey has found.

The average shortfall is 
£12,852 for a year-long 
absence which typically 
only covers around 54 
per cent of their salary.

The most common 
ways mothers have saved 
money are on groceries 
and clothing.

Nearly a fifth have 
been given financial help 
by friends or family to 
tide them over.

And 17 per cent said 
their partner had to 
work longer hours while 
13 per cent report their 
partner got a second job 
to plug the cash loss.

Some 16 per cent of 
mothers said they had 
worked longer hours 
themselves before going 
on maternity leave.

Just under a fifth were 
secure enough not to 
worry about the 
shortfall, said the Direct 
Line Life Insurance poll.

Business manager 
Chloe Couper said: 
“Having a child can put 
extra pressure on the 
family’s finances.”
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Bullied son 
of artist 
overdosed  

THE son of artist Alison 
Lapper accidentally 
overdosed after “missed 
opportunities” to help 
him with drug addiction, 
a coroner has ruled.

Parys Lapper, 19, 
began smoking cannabis 
and drinking as a child 
after being bullied over 
his mum’s disabilities. 

Two weeks before he 
died at a Worthing hotel 
his treatment was ended 
because he refused to 
address his addictions.

Yesterday, West Sussex 
coroner Penelope 
Schofield said he died 
from an accidental 
overdose of heroin and 
an anti-anxiety drug. 

A sculpture of 
pregnant Alison, 55, was 
displayed on Trafalgar 
Square’s fourth plinth.

Alison with son Parys

Dumped...locals stunned 
by pile of illegal waste 

fLY-TIPPERS blocked a street with 
this mountain of waste.

families awoke to find the 16ft 
pile of rodent-infested rubbish 
outside their doors, including 
carpets, pipes and even a bollard.

Tina Blackmore, 29, said: “It 
stinks and I’ve seen rats running 
about. I fear for my health of my 
little girl. I couldn’t believe it when 

I opened my door and spotted it. 
We’ve had problems with fly-
tipping before but I’ve never seen 
anything like this. It’s left the place 
looking like a landfill site.”

Local Tory MP Nicola Richards 
said of the mess in Bilhay Lane, 
West Bromwich, West Mids: “I’ll be 

writing to the council. There’s far 
too much fly-tipping across the 
whole constituency – but that is on 
another level.”

Maric Crompton, deputy leader 
of Sandwell Council, said: “It is 
absolutely devastating. fly-tipping 
is a dreadful environmental crime.
Our teams are working to clear the 
site. With the Environment Agency 

we will investigate and seek to 
prosecute those responsible.”

furious resident Charlotte 
Mason, 33, said: “It is disgusting 
and you just can’t believe some 
people could be so thoughtless.

“Crates, carpet, plastic rubbish, 
football cards, crisps and sweet 
wrappers to a street bollard. It’s an 
absolute eyesore.”

By Sophie Wheeler

THOUSANDS of women 
diagnosed with ovarian 
 cancer will benefit from an 
innovative drug after the big-
gest  breakthrough in 30 years.

Niraparib, which stops can-
cer cells repairing themselves, 
was previously only available 
on the NHS to a small group 
of patients whose cancer 
relapsed after treatment.

But following new guidance 
from the National Institute for 
Health and Care Excellence, 
it will be offered to women in 
England with stage three and 
four cancer from their first 
round of chemotherapy.

Niraparib, sold as Zejula, 
will be the first maintenance 
therapy available to that 
group of patients, following 
an initial round of treatment 
and aims to prevent or delay 
the cancer’s return.

In trials it delayed the 
return of cancer for up to 
a year. The change is expected 
to benefit about 3,000 
women annually. 

Annwen Jones, chief 

 executive of Target Ovarian 
Cancer, said it was the biggest 
leap forward in treatment 
since the 1990s.

She added: “It is a major 
milestone in the fight against 
ovarian cancer, bringing hope 
during a pandemic where we 
have serious concerns about 
how many women are being 
diagnosed late. It’s the first 
time  thousands of women will 

benefit from this innovative 
drug from the very beginning 
of treatment.

“We haven’t had such a 
breakthrough drug available 
to so many since the introduc-
tion of chemotherapy drug 
paclitaxel in the 1990s.”

There are about 7,500 new 
ovarian cancer cases in the 
UK every year, of which 
nearly 60 per cent are 

 diagnosed at a late stage. 
Jonathan Ledermann, 
director of the Cancer 
Research UK and UCL 
Cancer Trials Centre, said: 
“The decision marks a turning 
point in advanced ovarian 
cancer treatment. 

“This could significantly 
increase the likelihood that 
we can delay a woman’s can-
cer from progressing for 

months, perhaps even years, 
longer.” Victoria Clare, of 
charity Ovacome, added: “It 
is vital that women are given 
every opportunity to live as 
full a life as possible, for as 
long as possible.”

Wales and Northern Ireland 
will also make Niraparib 
available immediately. 

A decision is expected in 
Scotland later this year. 

By Hanna Geissler

couple of years after her 
initial treatment and she 
was told it had spread to 
her brain.

After two rounds of 
brain surgery and 
radiotherapy, she 
started taking niraparib 
in late 2019. 

She immediately felt 
better and the drug has 
helped her get back to 
leading close to a 
normal life.

Lyndsey, of Enfield, 
north London, said: “I’ve 
been taking niraparib for 

over a year. I was 
diagnosed four years 
ago and started taking 
niraparib after the 
ovarian cancer spread to 
my brain.

“After two brain 
surgeries and further 
radiotherapy, niraparib 
has given me another 
lease of life.

“It’s much less harsh 
than some other 
treatments and I’m 
doing really well. I could 
get back to my life, 
including yoga, walking 
and swimming – when 
lockdown permits!”

How I was gIven anotHer lease of lIfe
LYNDSEY Hadden, 64, 
was diagnosed with 
ovarian cancer in 2016.

She carries the BRCA1 
gene mutation, which 
increases the risk of 
both breast and  
ovarian cancer.

Lyndsey discovered 
this after suffering from 
breast cancer twice in 
her 50s and getting a 
genetic test.

Her sister, who also 
carried the mutation, 
sadly died from ovarian 
cancer in 2018.

Lyndsey’s ovarian 
cancer relapsed a Praise for drug...Lyndsey Hadden, 64


